In my previous papers I have dwelt upon the substances used as lotions and the materials employed as dressings in Lister's antiseptic system, and in the present communication I propose to speak of the means adopted for ensuring union in antiseptic wounds.
In other "words, the subject of this paper will be antiseptic sutures.
Antiseptic Sutures.?The term suture (Latin sutura, a seam), when used in anatomy, indicates the line of junction of different bones, but in surgery it is applied to the materials used for stitching wounds, so as to maintain the opposing surfaces in contact, and thus secure union with freedom from any scar, or at all events with the smallest possible cicatrix. The materials recommended and used for this purpose have varied from time to time, but in Lister's antiseptic system there are only four with which we need concern ourselves. They are wire, silk, catgut, and horse hair, and I shall speak separately of each; but before I do so I shall briefly allude to a substance which can hardly be reckoned a suture (though by the older surgeons it was termed " dry suture"), but (Fig. 2) . This is more readily done and undone than the winding of the wire round the plate as formerly, and at the same time the presence of the wire on the under surface of the plate is avoided, which by its pressure sometimes gives rise to a linear sore." (Lancet, 20th Dec., 1879.) In the accompanying woodcut, Fig. 3 (11.) The "button suture" is of great value as a stitch of relaxation.
(12.) It is essential that all stitches should be inserted under the spray.
(To be Continued.)
